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Miss Flagler, the nineteen-year-old daughter of General Daniel W. Flagler, shot and killed Ernest Green, a colored boy, who, she said, had been stealing apples from her father's place
near Washington one morning in August, 1895. He was running away when killed. She was immsdiately arrests:!, but was at once admitted to bail. Last week she appeared in court
before Judge Cox in Washington half an hour earlier than the sessions ordinarily begin. She pleaded guilty to "involuntary manslaughter," claiming that it had been her intention to merely
frighten the lad by firing in the air. She was immediately sentenced to three hours imprisonment and a fine of $500. The whole affair seemed to be cut and dried. Adverse comment was

freely expressed on the theory that Miss Flagler's ^vealth and social position had played its part in her easy escape. In view of these extraordinary features of the case the Journal has asked
a jury of twelve women to pass upon Miss Flagler's case after careful consideration. The findings of these jury women follow:

Lily Devereux Blake.

Juryvtfoman No. 1.
MISS GLARA FOLZ, Lawyer
MISS CLARA FOLZ, New York's most
prominent woman lawyer:
The proceedings in the case of Miss

Flagler were, I think, technically with¬
in the law, but they were so unusual
as to be a very proper subject of criti¬
cism; for, they clearly suggest that a

court of justice is subject to favorit¬
ism and privileges to one that it re¬

fuses to another. The procedure shows
that the whole matter was prear¬
ranged. The early session, the ready
acceptance of a new plea, the ab¬
sence of a statement of facts, the ac¬

ceptable sentence passed without the
least inquiry, and the presence of just
$500 to meet the fine imposed, are
moral proof of this. Such prearrange-
ment is uncommon and lays the court
open to the charge of administering
unequal justice. The step is but a
short one to the conclusion that the
rich and high in place may secure fav¬
ors that the poor and unknown cannot
reach. This Is the worst feature of the
whole affair, and gives it a bad color.
It Is the worse because wholly un-

necessary. The whole business could
have been done In the ordinary course
and would hardly have attracted at¬
tention. The acceptance of a plea of
guilty to a lesser offence than the
one charged In the indictment is not
uncommon, though in cases of this kind
where a prior threat Is alleged, the
practice is open to question. The
amount of the fine was too small to
vindicate the law, and too large to vin¬
dicate the prisoner; and the same Is
true of the imprisonment. It mattei's
very little whether Miss Flagler is in jail
or out. Her incarceration would neither
assuage the grief of the mother nor
bring to life her child. But it is a
grave matter that a court should, by
Its procedure and judgment, open the
door, ever so little, to the suggestion
that social position Is an element In
shaping the course of justice and mak¬
ing Its judgments.

Jufywotnaft No. 2.
THE WIFE OF GEN.

CLARKSON.
MRS. ANNA H. CLARKSON, the hand¬
some wife of General J. F. Clarkson,
politician:
My verdict would have been "Not

guilty." I have been deeply concerned
regarding Miss Flagler's case, it has
been so sad, so unusual. The trial be¬
fore a judge seemed an unnecessary
formality, as well as farcical in the ex¬
treme. My belief Is that Miss Flagler
should have been released from all inter¬
ference of the law directly following the
Coroner's Inquest of "accidental shoot¬
ing." It Is easily understood how great¬
ly irritated a person could become up¬
on discovering a rabble of small boys,
brimming over with mischief, preparing
to strip a number of favorite fruit
(Tees. The "protection of property
rights" was a strong trait of Miss Flag¬
ler's, and to prevent the small lads from
Infringing on those rights she fired the
shot to frighten them. Little did she
dream it would result so tragically. No,
I do not believe that a poor and un¬
known woman would have met with
harsher punishment than did Miss Flag¬
ler. My sympathies would have been as
deeply sincere had a young colored wo¬
man accidentally and Innocently shot a
little son of General Flagler's.
Mrs. Clarkson Is one of the charter

members of the League for Political Ed¬
ucation.

Jurywomati No. 3.
MRS. TRELLA F. TOLAND.
MRS. TRELLA F. TOLAND, a charter
member of "The Portia Law Club," of
California, and a member of several
New York literary clubs, including the
Professional Woman's League:
"Acquittal was the only verdict which

could have been rendered. The som¬

bre sadness of the whole affair in con¬

nection with Miss Flagler's unusual
misfortune has proven an enigma to
me, I confess. There was no sort of a

case. The informal formality that the
Washington Judge indulged in when
exacting a fine and a visit of three
hours inside a jail was assuredly ab¬
surd. I can imagine, partly, how intense¬

ly Miss Flagler l\as suffered all the past
months. No doubt her future will be
wrecked by the memory of the tragedy
and the humiliation she has undergone.
The killing of the poor little boy was a

most pitiful accident, and the people
of Washington, I am told, have been in
sympathy with Miss Flagler ever since
the fatal day last August. The parents
of the little boy must feel the deepest
grief, but cannot possibly have the
slightest bitterness against Miss Flag¬
ler."

Jurywoman No. 4.
MRS. A. M. PALMER.

MRS. A. M. PALMER, the president of the
Professional Woman's League, and a

prominent member of Sorosls: It is
absolutely absurd for any one to be¬
lieve Miss Flagler was guilty of mur¬

der. I think she should be pitied and
shielded as far as such an unfortunate
tragedy allows. There has been a great
deal of public sentiment for and against
Miss Flagler and her just judge. Per¬
haps there are many thousands of peo¬
ple who would have felt satisfied with
justice had the young lady been sent to
solitary prison confinement for two or
three months. Such action would have
been cruel, inhuman. I know that many
argue that had Miss Flagler been a poor
and unknown woman, she would have
been severely punished. That is un¬

worthy. A woman in Miss Flagler's
high social position could have no object
or motive in Injuring, even slightly,
that poor little lad.that in Itself
should have cleared her at once in the
minds of the people. My heartfelt sym¬
pathies are with Miss Flagler and her
family.

Jurywornaft No. 5.
MRS. FREDERICK SUTRO.
FLORENCE CLINTON SUTRO, wife of
Hon. Frederick Sutro:
In law the intention is always con¬

sidered. Even those who feel most bit¬
terly against Miss Flagler agree that
she did not intend to kill the Green boy
when ghe fired the fatal shot, and that
the whole affair was a most sad and de¬
plorable accident. There is not the
slightest doubt in my mind of this, and
feeling as I do, I think she should have
been acquitted. I recall a similar case
some years ago, of a minister who acci¬
dentally shot and killed his wife. He
was not even arrested, for nobody be¬
lieved for a monfient that he would com¬
mit a crime. He was judged by his past
life, as Miss Flagler should be. It Is
Impossible to believe that a girl brought
up as she has been, surrounded by ten¬
der and refining influences, would Inten¬
tionally bring sorrow to others. Miss
Flagler is either guilty or not guilty. If
she is guilty, the sentence imposed upon
her was wholly Inadequate, and a trav¬
esty on justice. If she is not guilty, she
should have been acquitted.

Jurywornan No. 6.
ELIZABETH

GADY STANTON.
MRS. ELIZABETH CADY STANTON, the
pioneer of woman's cause: 'I am de¬
lighted that Miss Flagler escaped with
so light a sentence. We women do not
help to make the laws, why should we
be condemned ro suffer through them?
Miss Flagler was surely a Ividy of re¬

finement and gentle breeding. I am
confident that she had no thought of in¬
juring the child. The parents of that
child cannot possibly blame or condemn
her. Poor young lady, It must have
been a frightful shock to her. I don't
think the Judge should bo criticised for
being too lenient. Ho was only carrying
out the accepted idea that wopien are
weaklings, and, therefore, not capable
of. appreciating Justice or injustice.
Usually, sad to think on, women suffer

PLEADED GUILTY TO SAVE HER MOTHER'S LIFE.
General Flagler Explains Why His Daughter Did Not Stand

Trial in a Way Which Seems to Give the Case a New
Aspect.The Girl Anxious to Vindicate Herself.

Washington, March 1..Speaking for his daughter, who is said to be in a sanitarium at Baltimore,
General Flagler gave to the Journal an authorized interview. He said:

"It has been said that we endeavored to avoid a regular hearing. That is not true. My daughter
made a plea of involuntary manslaughter, in order to save her mother's life, the course taken by advice
of Judge Wilson, our attorney. My wife has been seriously ill for the last few weeks. The physician
has despaired her life during the last two weeks. It was the strain of this terrible affair that was killing
her. My daughter was desirous of standing a fair trial, but when the situation was explained to her she
decided upon the course that would save her mother's life, by pleading guilty and abiding by the circum¬
stances. Had I been at home at the time of the accident, a different course would probably have been
adopted. The false statements undoubtedly arose from our silence at the beginning.

"My daughter has suffered untold agony with the knowledge that she caused the death of a human
being. She has left the city to visit some friends. Her plans for the future are unsettled. Mrs. Flagler
is to be moved as soon as possible. The true reason of the hurried trial was the hope of saving her
mother's life. We had no idea of what the Judge's decision would be when we entered the court room."

WHAT THE DEAD BOY'S MOTHER SAYS.
lh r

She Does Not Feel Bitterly Toward Miss 'Flagler, but She Has
Not Been Able to Forgive Her for Killing the Boy Who

Was Going to ''Always Stay with Mammy."
Washington, March 1..Mrs. Richard Green, mother of the boy Ernest, whom Miss Flagler killed on

August 2, 1895, sat in her home, No. 1438 Pierce place, yesterday, weeping as she talked of her boy and
the sentence on the woman who shot him.

"I don't know what to say. Everybody has been very kind. We haven't done anything. We haven't
any money. Any way, what's done can't be undone. I thought there was one common law for every¬
body, but it seems as if they don't all get it alike. It seems to me they took advantage of us. But Mr.
Green is a sympathizing man. It's his nature to forgive, and I don't believe he'll ever try to do anything
about it. He is overcome with grief. Oh, it's a sad thing, a sad thing," wailed the woman.

"Mrs. Flagler came here to see me several times. I could not ask for a more sympathizing woman.

She came as a mother. I must say she came in a most Christian-like manner. General and Mrs. Flagler
offered to pay the funeral expenses. She said she felt as ifit was a debt she owed, but Mr. Green and I
both felt that it wasn't best then. Afterward, if they felt they wanted to do something for us, it would be
different.

"Miss Flagler has never come near me once, or has never sent any word to me, whatever. I don't
know what she could have been thinking of. It was an outrageous thing to shoot a pistol, any way.
Then the papers said our poor boy was stealing fruit. Why, my son was obedient and good. I never in
my life had any one come to my door and say: 'Mrs. Green, your boy did so and so.' He never harmed
the hair of a child's head or broke a flower off its stalk that didn't belong to him.

"He was shot on August 2. On the 12th he would have been just fifteen years old. He used to take
my arm and we'd stroll down the street of an evening, and he'd say:

" 'Mamma, when I get a horse we'll have nice rides, you and I. I mean to stick to you. The girls
can just go their own way. I'll always stay by you, mammy.'

"Of course, General Flagler did for their child just what I'd do for mine. I think Miss Flagler had
every right to use the law as she did, but if that is the way they are going to use the law, to discriminate
between the rich and the poor, the white and the colored, it seems to me they better have two laws and be
done with it. Some think because we don't say more it is because we are paid. That is not so. No one

has ever paid us a cent for silence. Mrs. Flagler has not been here to bribe."
"What do you think would have been a just sentence for Miss Flagler, Mrs. Green?"
"I don't know.indeed I don't. I do think, though, if they'd given her a year, or a couple of them, it

would have looked as if they were not making flesh of one and bone of another. But money will not put
life Into the dead nor bring them back again. Punishing her wont bring my child back, after all. Per¬
haps it's all right, but I don't feel that the law has done justice."

"Do you in your heart forgive her?"
"I can never forgive her until God puts it into my heart. He was my only boy."

__ ______

Jl?e Jury Disagrees.Sever? Fauor W'ss FIa9,er> ty? proe<?<?dii^s Irregular or

Pupistyroept Ipsuffiei^t.
oftener from Injustice; for example,
witness Mrs. Maybrick's pathetic case.

That woman was undeniably innocent.
If a burglar should enter my house, to
frighten him I might fire a pistol, think¬
ing to save my valuables. If by accident
I fatally wounded him, woujld it be jus¬
tice to imprison me? No. Miss Flagler
was, in a way, protecting her property.

Jutywoman No. 7.
LILY DEVEREUX BLAKE.
MRS. LILY DEVEREUX BLAKE, one of
New York's representative women, and
an active member of half a dozen
brilliant clubs where woman's intellec¬
tual and material advancement, is the
theme:

.'I have been interested in Miss Flag¬
ler's case, and I was greatly relieved
to read that she had met with such
gentle treatment. When I was a girl
I learned to shoot very well, and used
to practice with my cousins, a jolly lot
of boys! I used to think that shooting

with 'the boys' was the greatest sport
on earth. Instinctively I became ac¬
customed to point the muzzle of my pis¬
tol or gun downward. Everybody who
understands shooting does so, you
know. It Is my opinion that Miss Flag¬
ler never had a firearm in her hands
before. She thinks she fired in the air,
but she must have fired at random, and
by one of the horrible tricks of fate,
unwittingly killed a child toward whom
she bore no ill-will. The Judge could
not have done more by way of punish¬
ment. than he did. I am afraid, how¬
ever that Justice might have proven as
blind as she unfortunately figures in
paintings and statues, had a colored
woman killed by acldent a little son of
General Flagler. But that is the way of
the world. I am glad Miss Flagler is
free.

Jurywoman No. 8.
MRS GEN. G. H. T. COLLIS.
MIlS. CEN. O. H. T. COLLIS, one of the

»

most cultured and brilliant women of
New York, says: "I think the whole
affair a most dreadful thing. If I had
committed this deed my life would have
been ruined, for my conscience would
have burdened me forever. To sum up
the case upon its just basis, the young
lady was criminally careless, for she
certainly shot at the boy. She should
hrfve been punished for that. I do not
know how old the young lady was, but
she was undoubtedly old enough to be
more careful. If she had occupied an¬
other position than was hers, she would
probably have been punished to the full
extent of the law. I do not believe that
social standing should interfere in any
way with the course of justice."

Jurywomati No. 9.
MRS. GEORGE HOWE

WINKLER.
MRS. GEORGE HOWE WINKLER, sec¬
retary of the Eclectic Club and a brainy.

young woman, is thus quoted: "I^thhuT
the young woman was culpable in the
careless use of the weapon. She should
have been punished for such criminal

iXientnfs8a tfrce*.* guUty the pun"

Jurywoman No. 10.
the wife of judge

GIEGERICH.
MRS. L A. GIEGERICH. wife of Judge
Glegerlch, of the Supreme Court. It
was a terrible case. If Miss Flagler
really hit the boy accidentally while fir¬
ing into the air to frighten him, it is
stiange that she should have pleaded
guilty and that her counsel should have
expressed the opinion that she would
be convicted if she should stand trial.
She should have been either acquitted
as Innocent of given as heavy a punish¬
ment as is usual in such cases. It
really seems as if. had a colored girl
shot a son of General Flagler there
would have been no such leniency
shown. L. M. GIEGERICH.

Jutywoman No. 11.
MRS. JOSEPH BRADLEY

REED.
MRS. JOSEPH BRADLEY REED, presi¬
dent of the Eclectic Club, who repre¬
sented New York prominently at the
Atlanta Exposition, has this to say for
herself:
Considering the young woman's en¬

vironments, her social position and edu¬
cation, I do not think she wilful¬
ly committed murder. I do not be¬
lieve any woman holding the position of
Miss Flagler would commit murder
unless It were contingent upon her af¬
fections. If guilty she should have
been punished to the full extent of the
law. If Innocent she should never

have been subjected to the treatment
she received.

Jurywoman No. 12.
MRS. FRANK ROGERS

MORSE.
MRS. FRANK ROGERS MORSE, wife of
the prominent Baptist divine, expressed
this opinion: "I feel impressed that the
social standing of the young lady had
a decided palliating influence upon the
Judge's decision. She was guilty of a

crime, or not guilty. If guilty the pun¬
ishment should have been commensurate
with the deed committed. The whole
affair seems to have been a play with
the law. Its dignity should be' main¬
tained without regard to social distinc¬
tion."

AROUSED BY THE VERDICT.
The Washington Colored Clergy Unani¬

mous on the Flagler
Case

Washington, D. c., March l.-The col¬
ored people of this city have maintained
comparative silence with regard to the
Flagler case until to-day. As if moved by
a common impulse the pastors of the col¬
ored churches and the leaders of their Sun-
day schools and lyceums made that case
the topic of discourse and condemnation
to-day. The general tenor of the criticisms
was that the negro cannot obtain justice
in the District of Columbia.
Judge Cox, who fixed the sentence of Miss

Flagler, and United States Attorney Bir-
ney, who assented to it, were mercilessly
scored by the negro preachers and lee-
turers. it was proposed that a movement
be immediately organized among the col¬
ored residents looking to the removal of
the United States Attorney and that a pe¬
tition to the President requesting re¬

moval be circulated rind signed by all the
colored residents. Such an effort might
not be without effect, not because of the
Flagler case, perhaps, but for the reason
that Birney has served out the term of his
office and it is known that the President
has been considering the selection of a

successor.
The pastors of the various churches for

colored worshippers denounce the sentence
as an outrage, as a travesty upon justice
and with one accord ascribed the leniencv
shown to the defendant to the fact that
she is white and a member of a wealth?
and influential family. They were more
severe upon Mr. Birney than upon Judge
f ox, because the former is a Republican
and they apparently expected him to in¬
sist upon a more severe sentence
The religious fervor which usually marks

the colored race at worship was supplanted

all" . f deemed an outrage upon them
. Ihe vigorous condemnations by the

pastors were greeted with demonstration,
o. approval so loud and emphatic as to in¬
terrupt the speakers. Pastor Taylor. * i,

Mrs. George Howe Winkler.
church to which the family of Ernest
Green, the boy who was killed, belongs, de¬
clared that the Judge and tbe attorney
were equally guilty with Miss «. ,uo.ci.
He stated that General Flagler had of¬
fered, through him, "a large monetary
consideration" to the Green family, but
the offer was rejected. But the family, he
added, regarded the offer as intended to
Influence them to abandon the prosecution.
"When the congregations were dismissed

from service crowds in front of the
churches discussed the subject. Their sul¬
len looks indicated the depth of feeling con¬
trolling them. It has been agreed that a

mass-meeting of the colored citizens of
Washington shall be held some day this
week for the purpose of placing on^ record
their condemnation of what they insist is
a discrimination against their race, based
upon prejudice.

COLORED AMERICAN'S VIEWS.
The Colored American, the accepted organ

of the colored people here, in its Issue to¬
day, comments on the Flagler case as fol¬
lows:
"Miss Flagler deliberately murders a

boy.a child who was never known to com¬
mit any crime, and for that act she is
treated by the court and istrict authorities
with the highest consideration. She is
given a sentence of three hours 11 the
county jail, which, by the way, is allowed
to expire almost entirely before she even
reaches the ailj, and at the jail she is
treated as a visitor. It can never be said
of the court In the District of Columbia
that it is no respector of persons, for had
young Green or his parents shot Miss Flag¬
ler under the same circumstances under
which she murdered young Green, the same
court would have, beyond a shadow of
doubt, handed down a long lecture on the
careless and vicious use of firearms, and
the offender would have been sentenced to
hang by the neck until he was dead, or else
to waste his life behind the four walls of
a prison. But Miss Flaglerwas allowed, so
to speak, to go scot free, because of the
social position which her people occupy in
society. No justice in that."

BOY FELL FOUR STORIES.
Tumbled from a Window in an Airshaft

and Was Killed in the Cel¬
lar Below.

Five-year-old William Rothman, son

of John and Catherine Rothman, of No.
1731 Second avenue, fell from a window
of their flat 011 the fourth floor to the
cellar through an air shaft between flat
buildings yesterday afternon and was In¬
stantly killed.
The lower sill of the window opening

Into the airshaft from the dining-room
is very low. The boy had just been dressed
to go Out with his father and was aloue
Ln the room. His mother came in througb
the door from the kitchcta just in tiias to
see him disappear. It is thought that he
was looking dowii the shaft and lost his
balance.
Mrs. Ellen Shoenhardt, who lives on the

ground floor, saw the body fall past her
window, and heard the crash of his fall,
headlong, a moment later. The boy's
mother ran screaming from the stairs to
the cellar, while neighbors ran to the street
and got Policeman Morris of the East
Eighty-eighth Street Station.
Dr. Wiliamson, of the Presbyterian Hos¬

pital, came and examined the body. He
said that the boy had been killed instantly.

Dougrht Liquor with Stolen Money.
John Allen, a negro barber, stole .$2 from

his roommate, Lucien Walker, of No. 136
West Seventeenth street. He bought a bot¬
tle of whiskey, but was arrested before he
had taken all of It. He refused to plead
when arraigned yesterday In the West Thir¬
tieth Street Court, and was con¬
tinued until Tuesday,


